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WESTERN GROUND PARROTS 
Statement 

HON COLIN DE GRUSSA (Agricultural) [5.20 pm]: I rise tonight to share a little story from my electorate and 
to talk about a small group of local wildlife champions and their tireless campaign to bring back from the brink of 
extinction one of the world’s rarest parrots. I have to confess that before I was elected to this place, I never thought 
I would be making a speech about a parrot, but here I am. 
The western ground parrot is Western Australia’s rarest bird. Fewer than 140 western ground parrots are left in the 
wild and they are disappearing at a fast rate from most of the coastal heathland of the south west. They are now 
found only in Cape Arid and Fitzgerald River National Parks. The bird itself is very unique. It rarely flies, 
preferring to spend much of the day on the ground. Its call, only heard when it flies at dawn and dusk, has been 
said to resemble a boiling kettle. There are only four other species of ground-dwelling parrots worldwide: the 
almost-extinct night parrot, New Zealand’s kakapo, the Antipodean Island parrot and the eastern ground parrot. 
As members can imagine, being a land-based bird, the western ground parrot is always at risk of feral predation 
and bushfires. In 2003 a small group of people decided they wanted to raise awareness of the plight of the western 
ground parrot, and formed the Friends of the Western Ground Parrot association. Quite unbelievably to me, no 
photos of this bird existed prior to 2003. The group spent much of its time carrying out surveys hoping to discover 
more about these birds. In 2013 the organisation received an award for outstanding services from the 
Western Australian Department of Parks and Wildlife for its ongoing assistance in the recovery project. 
As many members would be aware, Esperance suffered dramatically from bushfires in 2015. The loss of life, 
crops, livestock and property was absolutely devastating for our community. The western ground parrot also 
suffered in that time. Cape Arid National Park, 120 kilometres east of Esperance, is home to this bird and covers 
2 800 square kilometres. The park was one of the areas hit the hardest by the bushfires and 90 per cent of the 
parrot’s unique habitat was destroyed. Just last week, I had the pleasure of being part of the sold-out audience in 
Esperance that watched Secrets at Sunrise, a film that explores the passion and determination of the people who 
have dedicated themselves to saving the western ground parrot. This film was made by Esperance filmmaker 
Jennene Riggs. It is a wonderful film that definitely draws attention to the plight of the western ground parrot and 
other native wildlife issues. The film focuses on the activities of the Friends of the Western Ground Parrot group, 
and its hard work over the last decade, in partnership with other conservationists, to try to beat the race against 
time to increase the number of western ground parrots. As I said, only 140 birds are left in the wild, and two 
dynamic teams of dedicated scientists and volunteers are working tirelessly to restore the bird’s numbers. The 
Department of Parks and Wildlife is working in the field to protect the wild population, track bird numbers and 
control wild predators. The second team is based at Perth Zoo and is working with the four birds kept in captivity 
to try to establish a captive breeding program. This is a world-first activity, because with so little existing 
knowledge about keeping ground parrots in captivity, the team are to some extent flying blind and having to work 
it out as they go. The challenge to save the western ground parrot has just become harder. Funding cuts have meant 
that the number of paid staff on the project has been slashed from six to two; there is no money for listening surveys 
or bird monitoring, and only minimal funding available for feral cat control. 
Secrets at Sunrise has been officially selected for the Revelation Perth International Film Festival, which is a great 
achievement. I congratulate Jennene, her husband David and their team, and strongly encourage all members to 
get along to the festival in mid-July and watch the film if they can. A fundraising screening is also being held at 
the Perth Zoo Theatre on 13 July. The documentary was initially funded through crowdfunding undertaken by the 
Friends of the Western Ground Parrot, and then through grants from the state natural resource management 
program and royalties for regions. Three years in the making, the documentary draws the audience in to the 
dramatic battle against time to save this unique and beautiful bird from extinction and gives the audience a chance 
to see some of the very dedicated people, like Sarah Comer, who work tirelessly to try to save this bird. 
I encourage all members to visit the Secrets at Sunrise website and find out more about the western ground parrot. 
Congratulations to the Friends of the Western Ground Parrot, Jennene Riggs, the Secrets at Sunrise production 
team and everyone else who is working to save this bird. I wish them all the very best in their efforts and hope that 
we see the number of western ground parrots grow both in captivity and in the wild. 
 


	WESTERN GROUND PARROTS
	Statement


